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ecology and environment, inc.

1528 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19102, TEL. (215) 546-9901
International Specialists in the Environment

CONFIDENTIAL

January 14, 1993

Ms. Maggie Jennis

Assistant Work Assignment Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agen:y
841 Chestnut Building

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: Submittal of Robert Wooler Co. Site
Preliminary Assessment (PA) Dump Site No. PA-2700
ZE5580

Dear Ms. Jennis:

Ecology and Environment, Inc. (E & E) conducted a PA of the Robert Wooler
Co. site (RWC), Dump Site No. PA-2700, in Dresher, Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania under Work Assignment 85-12-3JZZ, ARCS Contract 68-W8-0085.
The completed PA Score program and draft PA report are attached.

PA SCORE

The Hazard Ranking System (HRS) PA Score for the site is 71. The major
factors of the scoring are an observed release to groundwvater, and an
observed release to surface water. E & E recommends a medium priority
investigation at this site, consisting of surface vater and sediment
sampling, groundwvater sampling of the RWC well and homewells downgradient
of the site. Subsurface soil sampling for TCE contamination in and around
the former drain field on site, is recommended as well.

BACKGROUND

RWC is a metal heat treatment faciiity situated on a 43,050 square-foot
lot, which has been active since 1939. Between 1963 and 1985, RUC operated
two TCE degreasers on site. The site was targeted for a PA when a Site
Investigation (SI) nearby revealed that the well at RWC was contaminated
with 270 parts per billion (ppb) trichloroethene (TCE), 22 ppb
tetiachloroethene, 52 ppb 1,1,1-trichloroethane (TCA) and 52 ppb
1,1-dichloroethene. Tt is possible that spent solvents from degreasers
entered the septic drain field on site prior to the facility’s connection
with the municipal sewer system in the early 1980’s. This connection
roughly coincides with the discontinued use and removal of the degreasers
from the site.

The site is located in a heavily populated suburban area 10 miles north of
the City of Philadelphia. All of the residents within 4 miles of the site
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rely on groundvater for potable water supply, either purchased from
municipal supply companies, or drain from private supply wells.

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources (PADER) Division of
Water Quality responded to a citizen complaint in January of this year and
found that RWC was illegally discharging an algaecide. The algaecide is an
additive to RVWC’s non-contact process water. The algaecide is documented
as being toxic to fish. Discharge was occurring once a week for an
unspecified period, and staining from the algaecide was observed on storm
sewers, at the storm sewer outfall, and for a considerable distance
downstream in the creek that received the discharge from the storm sewer.
Discharge ceased by PADER order in February of this year. PADER did not
conduct sampling of the stream or the stained sediments.

CONCLUSION

Based on the documentation of TCE contamination in the RWC well, and the
documented discharge of a toxic substance to surface vater, E & E feels
further assessment of the site is necessary. Groundwater samples were
collected from homewells near the site in conjunction with the
aforementioned SI, however, these wells are upgradient of the site, and
results are inconclusive. E & E feels that groundwater samples should be
collected from the RWC well and donestic wells downgradient of the site.

It is possible that spent solvents entered the RWC septic drain field prior
to the facility’s connection with the municipal sewer, and the drain field
is now the source of contamination in the RWC vell. E & E feels that
subsurface soil samples should be collected on site to locate possibly
contaminated soils.

The PA Score of 71 is biased high. Although there is an observed release
to surface water, the discharge has been discontinued, and the algaecide is
not expected to be particularly persistent. However, since the duration

of discharge is unknown, E & E feels surface vater and sediment sampling is
varranted.

1f you should have any questions o: comments, please contact me at
(215) 546-9901.

Sincerely,

Site Manager

MA/ss
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